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A Word from Tim Downs - March ASB 


Dear Friends, 


On Easter morning many of us will gather for a sunrise service, and as dawn breaks, 
we will say together "Oh Death where is your victory, Death where is your sting? 
Thanks be to God who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!" Ours is a faith 
of deep promise, a promise that death and brokenness will not have the final word, a 
promise that life and hope will prevail, and the evidence is that the stone is rolled away, 
the tomb is empty. 


One of the joys of my ministry has been the growing relationships we are developing 
with congregations across the South who are seeking 
connection with and support from the United Church of 
Christ. These affiliating churches are the source of much 
of our vitality as a conference. They are drawn to the 
United Church of Christ because as we say through the 
Still Speaking Campaign; "no matter who you are or 
where you are on life's journey, you are welcomed here." 
We are a tradition of radical hospitality. The churches 
which are finding their ways to the UCC often have 
ministries that have drawn members from other Christian 
traditions where they have not been fully welcomed. They 
may have been told that their "difference was deficient." 
Perhaps they were divorced, or gay, or a woman called to ministry, or even a person of 
another race. To each of them these churches have said "you are welcomed here." In 
many of these churches there are boxes of tissues in the pews, because the word of 
God's acceptance and grace is so powerful, it brings worshippers to tears of gratitude. 


In one of the churches that has begun a conversation with us about affiliation; the 
pastor, speaking of the United Church of Christ, announced "there is somebody out 
there who wants us!" The congregation burst into applause. Easter reminds us that 
there is always a "somebody", a God, who wants us. God, who in the words of the 
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith "shared our common lot, conquering sin 
and death and reconciled the whole creation to its Creator." Easter is the moment in 
the liturgical calendar when we recall the fullness of the reconciliation we know in 
Jesus Christ. 


On the cross, in the tomb, and then in the dawn of Easter morning, we recall for 
fullness of God's sacrifice and love. We remember God's triumph over the grip of 
death and sin, and in the words of Paul we rejoice that "neither life nor death, nor 
angels nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!" May your Easter be glorious, and may the light 
of God's love break forth for you and for all. 


Peace, 
Tim Downs 


Timothy C. Downs | Conference Minister 
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United Church UCC, Huntsville, Prepares for 50th Anniversary 

United Church Huntsville will celebrate its 50th anniversary October 2-3, 2010. There 
will be a special worship service with appearances by former pastors, and a celebration 
of its recent growth. One of the first congregations established by the Congregatonal 
Christian and Evangelical and Reformed home mission boards acting together, it was 
the first church of this combined effort in the Conference. 
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Kirkwood UCC, in Atlanta, led by Susannah Davis, was featured as a part of a bulletin 
insert promoting the Strengthen the Church Offering of the United Church of Christ. 
Begun in 2007, the church now worships at over 100 each Sunday, and is in the first 
steps of securing a permanent building. The Conference has applied for a loan to 


remember Telleen for her 


SECUCC eNewsletter 


Sign up for SECUCC 
Email Newsletter 


——"""" 


purchase a building for the congregation given their rapid growth. Kirkwood UCC 
began in a coffee shop. The church offers radical hospitality, and is reaching people 
who have little or no church experience. 


A Word from Tougaloo College 
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Tougaloo College, one of the six historically black colleges affiliated with the UCC, and 
located in Jackson, MS, is the home to Union Chapel, the only UCC church in 
Mississippi at this time. They recently named Dr. Beverly Wade Hogan as their first 
woman president. It is consistently listed as one of the best colleges in the Southeast. 
You can learn more about this special presence of the UCC in Mississippi by visiting 
www.tougaloo.edu . 
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Lifting Up - March 


Charlie Lord, Mental Ward Photographer And Activist, Dies At Age 90 

UCC Minister, Charlie Lord, a member of Pleasant Hill Community UCC, TN, died 
following an extended illness on January 30th. As a conscientious objector during 
World War II Charlie served in a mental hospital in Pennsylvania, where he took 
photographs that were published in Life magazine. These photos were so scandalous 
they resulted in changes to the treatment for the mentally ill in the United States. Click 
here to view some of Charlie's photos. 


Johnny Mingus, Retired from Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Chattanooga sends 
Greetings 

Johnny wrote to us from retirement in Florida. He has been diagnosed with Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, ALS. Wheelchair bound, Johnny continues to be active running the 
household, being the at home dad for Isaac and Samuel, and speaking as an advocate 
for ALS patients. A work crew of friends came to assist in making the house accessible 
following Johnny's confinement to a wheel chair. 


Michael Grello a Vital Member of TAP 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2010, members of 
Garden of Grace United Church of Christ in 
Columbia, SC, celebrated the life of Michael 
Grello who died earlier that week. "Mike was 
a vital member of our TAP group from the 
very beginning," said Jennifer Spears. "He 
always gave us a different way of looking at 
things. You could count on him to make you 
think." Other members of the TAP group, as 
well as fellow congregants, remembered Mike 
for his hunger for learning and unwavering commitment to social justice. Mike was not 
only a Theologian "among" the people, and "of" the people, but always a theologian 
"for" the people. He passed away during the course on the Hebrew Prophets and 
Social Transformation, and will be remembered for his own prophetic imagination. 


Pictured right is the Garden of Grace TAP group. From left to right: 
(seated) Mike Grello and Tammy Burnett, (standing) Tameri "Pepper" Brant, 
Jennifer Spears, and Kevin Eisenhour. 
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Campaign Visitors Contact Every Church in the Conference 

As a part of the Transforming Churches Transforming Lives Campaign for the 
Southeast Conference visitors have contacted every church in the conference to invite 
them to be a part of this initiative to strengthen and build our ministries. We have 
asked visitors to share reflections on their experiences. Many have reported that it is 
exciting for them to get to know other churches in the conference and hearing stories 
about their ministries. 
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One visitor reported 
“| met with a group 
of leaders one of 
whom said after 
hearing the 
presentation, ‘what 
an opportunity for 
our church! We can 
strengthen our 


half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 


identity as a UCC 
church, retire our 
debt, do the work we 
need to do on our 
sanctuary, and build 
up the Conference 
which wants to help us become even stronger!” One leader understood that this was 
not just a campaign about the conference it was a campaign about all of us... we are 
the conference together. 
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Another visitor reflected on her visit to two of our historically American Missionary 
Association churches. She said; “it gave me a special sense of pride as | sat in the 
sanctuaries of these two African-American churches. | could not help but feel the 
presence of proud, courageous African-Americans who paved the way for me to enjoy 
to freedoms with which | am blessed. | came away from these meetings having 
received much more than a positive commitment of support for the campaign. | was 
deeply moved by the depth of the allegiance these small congregations have for our 
Conference.” 


Is Training Available? 


Visiting a small church in South Alabama, another reported; “We met a pastor who is 
really isolated from any other UCC congregation. In spite of this isolation he said: “no 
matter what comes or goes, I'll die a proud member of the UCC!” At the end of the visit 
| felt that | had been in a family reunion with a long lost cousin. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to visit.” 


Many people spotted themselves in the video that has been made for the campaign. 
Members of one new church start saw videos of themselves, and understood in new 
ways that they were full and important members of the Conference. Some were 
hesitant when the visitor first approached them, but then recognized that this campaign 
was about them, supporting them, and building other churches which like theirs. Their 
church is the first presence of the United Church of Christ in their part of the state. 
Together many are discovering that this is not a campaign about a "them", far away, but 
it is about us, and how we are church faithfully together in “such a time as this”. 
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Diantha Brown Installed as Pastor of First United 
UCC, Belvidere, TN March 14 
Diantha Brown, formerly a member of Pleasant Hill 
Community Church, UCC, TN, was formally installed 
as the pastor of First United UCC, Belvedere, at 
3:00 on March 14. The sanctuary was filled with 
visitors from across the Conference, with many 
well-wishers from Pleasant Hill. The charge to the 
pastor was given by Tom Warren, pastor of Pleasant 
Hill Community UCC, and the charge to the 
congregation by Barbara Everett, who was elected 
as the first woman president of the consistory of First United over 20 years ago. 
Conference Minister Tim Downs preached the sermon. 


Leslie Etheredge Installed as Associate Minister of 
Church of the Savior, UCC, Knoxville on March 7 
Leslie Etheredge, a graduate of Memphis Theological 
Seminary and formerly a member of First 
Congregational UCC, Memphis, was installed as 
association minister for education and youth at Church 
of the Savior UCC, Knoxville, on March 7. 


Southeast Conference Youth Ministry Leaders to go 
to Cleveland in April 

The national office of the United Church of Christ is 
hosting a church-wide meeting of youth ministry leaders 
at the church headquarters in April. The Southeast Conference is proud to send some 
of our gifted youth ministry leadership to be a part of this trip. Going from our 
conference are Louellen Benton from Holy Trinity Community UCC, Nashville, Ginnie 
Ferrell, from Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, Aaron Carter, from Victory Church 
UCC, Stone Mountain, and Heidi Schuler, from Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, GA. 


Roy Bain of Lanett Congregational Christian Church Prepares for Retirement in 
April 

Roy Bain celebrated his nineteen years of ministry at the Congregational Christian 
Church of Lanett at a tea held on March 21st. At the tea, the conference and 
association together presented gifts recognizing Roy’s leadership shared with the 
United Church of Christ through the years. Wanda and Roy Bain have built a home in 
North Alabama to which they will retire. 


Jim Deming, Nashville, Called to National UCC Position 

We just received word that Jim Deming, Interim Pastor at First United UCC, Nashville, 
has received a call to serve as the Minister for Environmental Justice for the United 
Church of Christ. Our congratulations to Jim on the occasion of this call. Prior to 
serving First United as interim, Jim had served as interim minister at Brookmeade 
Congregational UCC, Nashville. 


Associations of the Southeast Conference Look Ahead to New Ways of 
Authorizing Ministries 
The Georgia-South Carolina and Alabama-Tennessee Associations are beginning to 
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live into new ways of preparing candidates for licensed and ordained ministries. The 
process called “Multiple Paths to Ministry” invites candidates for ministry to become 
“members in discernment” as opposed to the former category of students in care. The 
process allows for the recognition of a candidate’s experience and education in their 
entirety to be considered as a part of preparation to ministry, and not simply work on a 
Masters of Divinity degree. Currently one candidate in the Alabama-Tennessee 
Association has been accepted as a member in discernment for recognition of 
ordination. This candidate is Cynthia Andrews-Looper, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Community, UCC in Nashville. In addition, two candidates in Alabama have expressed 
an interest in being accepted as members in discernment. In the Georgia-South 
Carolina Association, two candidates have already completed this process toward 
ordination, Andy Sidden and Candace Chellew-Hodges of Garden of Grace UCC, 
Columbia SC. In addition, three other candidates have been accepted as members in 
discernment. 

They are as follows: 

> Jennifer Spears of Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia, as she seeks a license for 
ministry 

> Bryan Edney, of Victory Church, Stone Mountain, GA, who is preparing to enroll in 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA, preparing for ordination 

> Diane Bowden, of Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta, GA who is enrolling at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta. 


Donna Paperhausen Transfers into Georgia-South Carolina Association 

The request of Donna Paperhausen, a member of Pilgrimage UCC, to transfer her 
ordained ministerial standing from Florida to the Georgia-South Carolina Association 
was accepted on March 13th. Prior to Florida she was active in the Connecticut 
Conference. She will continue on leave of absence from ministry. 
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AMPAIGN UPDATE 


MARCH 19, 2010 


Fund-raising is a very rich and beautiful activity. 
It is a confident, joyful, and hope-filled expression of ministry. 


/n ministering to each other, each from the riches that he or she possesses, 


we work together for the full coming of God’s Kingdom. 


Henri Nouwen 


Many churches are now contemplating on the goal they will challenge themselves with for the Campaign. We thank all 
the churches that have given the Campaign their serious consideration. The next month will be important as the majority 
of our Conference churches will make decisions over this period of time. 


After your church has been visited, there are a number of important points we'd like to emphasize. 


Please distribute the Campaign Brochure to all family units (one per family) to inform them about the 
Campaign. 


Please show the Campaign DVD to all members. 


Please consider putting an article in your weekly Bulletin to explain the Campaign and its importance to your 
members. 


Please make your church pledge to the Campaign as soon as possible. By knowing the dollar amounts 
subscribed, it will allow our Conference to plan and implement programs and projects that will benefit all 
of our churches. It.is our hope that.all.churches will decide on the goal they will challenge themselves with 
by or before April 30, 2010. 


Please attend one of the Fund-Raising Workshops that are being scheduled. They have been designed to help 
your church with your fund-raising program (capital and/or stewardship effort). Please watch the mail for 
the Workshop scheduled in your Area. You must RSVP if you will be attending one of the Workshops by 
calling the Campaign Office at (800) 903-1535 or completing the form that will be mailed to your church. 


We will need the participation of every church to make our Campaign a success. Therefore, we ask each church to give 
the "TRANSFORMING CHURCHES - TRANSFORMING LIVES" Campaign your utmost consideration as it will 
help strengthen the future of our Churches, our Conference and our Community. If you have any questions or if your 
church has not been visited to date, please call the Campaign Office at (800) 903-1535. 


The only investment I ever made which 
has paid consistently increasing dividends 
is the money I have given to the Lord. 
James Kraft, Founder of Kraft Foods 


March 15, 2010 


Dear Friends: 


We wanted to write to share with you our excitement regarding our Conference's 
"TRANSFORMING CHURCHES - TRANSFORMING LIVES" Campaign. To date, we 
have raised $150,360.00 from the Conference Staff, Conference Board of Directors and 
Campaign Steering Committee! Visits to churches are now underway and we are deeply 
gratified at the seriousness and faithfulness with which the message is being heard; and we 
are inspired by the commitment of so many hours by so many people to get that message out 
and around! We are certain that we will be successful in raising our goal if we continue to 
join our efforts and to pray for God's blessings. 


But there is one point we think, from our conversation with others around the 
Conference, that could use some clarification. It relates to the nature of the commitment 
local churches are being asked to make to the Campaign, and the time frame for making 
those commitments. 


By sending in the Declaration of Commitment Form we are saying to our Conference, 
"This is our church's goal. This is what we intend to raise for this Campaign. This is in 
good faith what we will try to do." These forms are not carved in stone. They are like the 
pledge cards which many of us have our members submit in the Fall or Spring of each year. 
We recognize that sometimes circumstances change and later people must alter their pledges, 
up or down. But the cards declare their intent. 


Remember, declaring your intent now does not mean that you are to begin raising the 
funds immediately. In fact, we want you to take the proper time to plan the campaign within 
your congregation as this will maximize your results. (This is why we encourage you to 
attend the Fund-Raising Workshops that will be held around the Conference this year. Exact 
dates are currently being determined.) Your congregation determines when the campaign 
is to begin in light of your own stewardship efforts. Encourage your Council/Board to 
make a recommendation of an amount / goal to the congregation. By doing this, it says 
that our leadership really believes in this effort. 


The best way to raise the funds is to conduct a local church campaign and making the Southeast Conference the 
Outreach & Mission portion of the campaign. Local churches always have needs - - and by conducting your 
campaign in this manner - there is something in it for the local church as well as the wider church. Please review 
the Sample Three Tiered Goal Chart attached. The advantages of using the three different goal levels during your 
campaign is: 


1. 


4. 


5. 


It takes the fear out of the Congregation trying to commit to one plan and deciding if the church can afford 
it before conducting a campaign. 


You don’t limit yourselves or lower your sights! All you are asking the church at this time is to give you the 
best opportunity to raise as much money as you can. At the end of the campaign, your church leadership will 
review the results and recommend at a congregational meeting the best course of action for the church to 
proceed with. 

It takes the weight off the leadership's shoulders — it shows more faith in the congregations ability. 


You are being good stewards by trying to accomplish more at today's dollar. Putting it off only costs more! 


Conduct 1 Campaign rather than 2 or 3 successive Campaigns. 


And that is why we need to make commitments soon! June is right around the corner and it is important for us 
to feel that we are all in this together. Our goal is to have as close to 100% participation by all of our churches by 
the June, 2010 Annual Meeting of our Conference. The Campaign has already done so much to help our people 
become more aware of our shared Christian ministry. A positive momentum is being established. We sincerely hope 
we can keep it moving forward by considering your commitments now and submitting the commitment forms as soon 
as possible. (Pledge cards are available for your campaign - just call Steve at the Campaign office.) 


Blessings on you and your ministry. Thanks for all you have done and are doing. We encourage you to share 
this letter with the members of your Council/Board and congregation. 


If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call the Campaign Office at (800) 903-1535 or email: 
campaign@secucc.org. 


Faithfully, 


atl Clad ees 


The Rev. Timothy C. Downs Ms. Vanessa Robbs 
Conference Minister President, Conference Board of Directors 
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